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A n n u a l  R e p o r t

Putting our members first.
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Fredrick E. 
Barber
3446 Co. Rd. 168
Cardington, OH 
43315
  
Current Employer: 
Retired from PPG 
Industries Delaware, OH.

Current Position: Retired.

Other Relevant Experience: 
Working with the public and 
American Legion. Helped to get 
the new Veterans Memorial in 
place.

Cooperative Member for:  23 years 
(before I went into the military, my 
family had a dairy farm on Co. Rd. 
21 for years with Electric Co-op.)

Civic/Volunteer Activities:    
Member and Finance Offi cer of 
American Legion Post 97; past 
commander of the Morrow County 
Joint Veterans Council; Red Cross 
volunteer; helped to run the 
American Legion Bingo at the 
Cardington Post 97.

Most Important Qualifi cation: 
Enthusiasm and the will to help 
and represent the customers in my 
district.

What do you see as the role of a 
Trustee? To help our customers 
get the best and most affordable 
electric that we can. To assist 
customers any way I can. To 
represent the people in my district 
the best that I can. If you have any 
further questions for me call me at 
419-864-1446.

What do you see as a challenge 
facing the electric industry in the 
near future?  Keeping the cost of 
electric as low as possible for our 
customers.

Charles Lynn
1090 County Road 
165
Ashley, OH 43003

Current Employer: 
Self-employed 
Livestock Farmer. 
Retired BV Bus Driver.

Current Position: Owner-operator 
of 315 acre livestock farm.

Other Relevant Experience: 
Current Trustee of the Board.

Cooperative Member for: 49 years

Civic/Volunteer Activities: 
Chairman Peru Township Trustees; 
Vice President of Elm Valley Joint 
Fire Board; Morrow County Fair 
Board; Member of Alum Creek 
Friends Church having served on 
various committees; President of 
Norton School Reunion Committee; 
President of Waldo Alumni 
Association; Waldo High School 
graduate. 

Most Important Qualifi cation: I 
have the experience, knowledge, 
and Co-op schooling to continue in 
this position.

What do you see as the role of 
a Trustee? Being able to work 
with other Trustees. Keep Co-op 
in sound fi nancial shape. Due to 
the current economic situation 
the board and management 
are reviewing all aspects of our 
operation to see where we can 
save any expenses. Maintain  
lowest possible rates. Keep our 
rebuilding of lines and substations 
going. 

What do you see as a challenge 
facing the electric industry in 
the near future? Keep rising 
costs under control. Adequate 
transmission access for future 
generation needs. Determine what 
fuel will be the most economical to 
run our generator plants. Keep our 
presence in Washington through 
N.R.E.C.A and A.C.R.E. to make 
sure all legislation is friendly to 
our needs.

William H. 
Cackler
4971 Cackler Rd.
Delaware, OH  
43015
740-524-5311

Current Employer: 
Retired Ag. Science teacher (Big 
Walnut H.S.) 

Current Position: Owner Cackler 
Family Farms. (Christmas trees/
pumpkins/sweet corn) 

Other Relevant Experience: Former 
Trustee of Delaware Rural Electric 
and Consolidated Electric.

Cooperative Member for: 28 years

Civic/Volunteer Activities: Member 
Kilbourne U.M. Church, Del. Co. 
Farm Bureau, Ohio Christmas Tree 
Assoc. board member, Del. Co. 
Fair Supt. and Judge, Resource 
Conservation and Development 
Council - Del. Co. member at large, 
Del. Co. Envirothon Team coach, 
Del. Soil and Water Conservation 
District educational advisory 
committee.

Most Important Qualifi cation: 
B.S. - Agriculture and M.S. Science 
Education from The Ohio State 
University. U.S. Navy Nuclear 
Submarine Duty.

What do you see as the role of 
a Trustee? Willingness to serve 
and work as part of the team 
in the planning, budgeting and 
implementation of electrical 
distribution for the cooperative 
members. Another important 
function of a trustee is the 
yearly auditing process of the 
cooperative.

What do you see as a challenge 
facing the electric industry in the 
near future? The affordable price 
of electricity is paramount for 
the members. Challenges ahead 
include new generation capacity 
over the next 8 years.  Concern 
I have is the cost impact of new 
technology for CO2 emissions 
control. The cost-benefi t analysis 
of these things will have to 
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Brown and Oxford townships of Delaware County; and Cardington, Lincoln, Peru 
and Westfi eld townships of Morrow County.



2008 Annual Review

Throughout 2008, we shared the milestones that resulted 
with electricity ϐinally being available to rural America, 
the steps that we are taking today to ensure reliability 
and member satisfaction, and our innovative plans for the 
future of electricity. 

Yesterday- How did we get here? The History of 
Electric Cooperatives
The history of the Rural Electric Cooperatives is one 
of the greatest American success stories. As late as the 
mid-1930s, nine out of ten rural homes were without 
electric service. The farmer milked his cows by hand in 
the dim light of a lantern and his wife was a slave to the 
washboard and wood-ϐired range. Beginning in 1935, the 
hope for electricity in rural America became a reality as it 
was decided to create a business owned by members with 
sole purpose of providing member-owners in the rural 
sector with low cost electric service, which otherwise was 
not available.  The federal government then devised a plan 
to provide assistance to help them bring the power into 
their lives… and the rest is history!

Today- Where are we now?
Rural electriϐication has had a profound impact on the 
way Americans live and work today. In the spring of 2008, 
your cooperative implemented a new outage-management 
system that played an important role in improving 
service and outage response. The system uses the existing 
computer-based maps to predict what parts of the system 
are aff ected and to prioritize restoration eff orts much 
more eff ectively than ever before. Consolidated was 
able to prove the system’s worth during the March ice 
storm and the September windstorm. Members called 
our member service representatives with an outage, and 
operations personnel were able to instantly pinpoint the 
problem and travel directly to the most likely device or 
problem that had your power out, which ultimately helped 
speed up restoration eff orts. 

Tomorrow- Where are we going? 
Consolidated has always been a forward-looking 
electric cooperative. We are always in-tune with the 
latest technologies and environmental concerns. Global 
Warming, Renewable Energy, and EPA requirements that 
aff ect our generation facilities were discussed and will 
continue to be addressed throughout all of our member 
communications. Consolidated introduced Cooperative 
Owners for Political Action (COPA) and Our Energy 
Our Future as programs prompting the involvement 
and enlisting the help of members with informing our 
representatives of our concerns for the energy crisis that 
is forecasted for the future.  

Ohio Edison Company                                                                               $  134.08

Consolidated Electric CooperativeConsolidated Electric Cooperative                                                                            $  107.31

Columbus Southern PowerColumbus Southern Power                                                                            $  107.16

Average of Ohio CooperativesAverage of Ohio Cooperatives                                                                            $  104.01

Dayton Power and LightDayton Power and Light                                                                            $  103.39

Ohio Power CompanyOhio Power Company                                                                            $    82.49
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Financial Comparatives
(Thousands of dollars unless otherwise stated)

    2004    2005    2006     2007     2008
Revenue $ 23,447 $ 23,885 $ 25,034 $ 27,835 $ 29,900

Net Income $ 1,580 $ 2,196 $ 2,354 $ 2,096 $ 963

Patronage Capital Retired $ 668 $ 643 $ 708 $ 731 $ 675

Total Assets $ 53,927 $ 56,399 $ 62,859 $ 65,962 $ 71,599

Total Margins and Equity $ 25,447 $ 27,009 $ 28,863 $ 30,387 $ 29,350

Long-term Debt $ 22,427 $ 21,685 $ 20,190 $ 27,747 $ 31,972

Equity Level (percent of assets) 47% 48% 46% 46% 41%

Operating Comparatives       2004       2005       2006        2007       2008
Total Number of Electric Customers 15,355 15,658 15,941 16,085 16,171

Total Electric Purchases (mWh) 326,409 325,132 322,236 360,086 377,722

Cost of kWh Purchases $12,507,750 $13,275,004 $13,603,661 $15,960,673 $18,367,405

Number of Electric Employees 43 43 43 43 45

Average Number of Members per Employee 357 364 371 374 359

Total Miles of Line Energized 1,810 1,830 1,850 1,870 1,880

Total Electric Sales (mWh) 308,021 307,285 306,168 339,046 360,147

Average Electric Customers per Mile 8.48 8.56 8.62 8.60 8.60

The fi nancial comparatives are for informational purposes only.  Complete audited statements are available upon request.The fi nancial comparatives are for informational purposes only.  Complete audited statements are available upon request.

Key Financials & Operating Comparatives

Residential Bill Comparison

Jerry Lauer
President

Richard Carter
Chairman

Executive Letter

Revenue by Member Class (2008)

Moving Forward…
A great accomplishment of 2008 included 
the movement into the building stages of 
our new Delaware ofϐice. We held an ofϐicial 
groundbreaking ceremony in October and have 
scheduled our ϐinal move into the ofϐice on 
April 17, 2009. This building will give members 
a centralized location to pay their bills as well 
as a safer trip.  

We are proud of the pioneers of yesterday 
that brought electric to our farms and the 
line mechanics that work against all odds 
to maintain reliable service today. Looking 
forward to the future, the next generation is our 
greatest concern.   We will continue to educate 
our members throughout 2009 on conservation 
and environmental issues that aff ect us all. 

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

94.1%94.1% 94.3%94.3% 93.3%93.3% 94%94% 95%95%

Customer Satisfaction

Large Commercial
16%

Small 
Commercial

12%

Residential
71%

Seasonal
1%

Corporate Ofϐice  District Ofϐice
5255 St. Rte. 95  4993 St. Rte. 521
PO Box 111  Delaware, OH 43015
Mt. Gilead, OH  43338 419-363-2641
419-947-3055

1-800-421-5863
www.CONSOLIDATEDelectric.coop

service@conelec.com
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Board Districts

Consolidated Electric is governed by a Board of Trustees that 
is nominated and elected by our members in accordance with 
our Code of Regulations.  Our service area is divided into nine 
districts, which are based on equitable representation of the 
geographic areas served by Consolidated Electric.

Our Family of Companies

BCI Bright Choice off ers high-speed Internet 
and LifeLine health monitoring services.  
Visit us at   www.brightchoice.com

Consolidated Gas provides both metered 
and traditional propane service.  Visit us 
at www.co-opgas.com

Bright Energy provides natural gas 
service to rural areas of Morrow County.  
Visit us at www.co-opgas.com

The Consolidated Electric Foundation is 
a nonproϐit organization that administers 
the charitable donations of The People 
Fund. For more information visit
www.CONSOLIDATEDelectric.coop  

H. Richard GearhiserH. Richard Gearhiser
District 1District 1

Don McCrackenDon McCracken
District 2District 2

Dennis LeveringDennis Levering
District 3District 3

Phillip D.  EdwardsPhillip D.  Edwards
District 4District 4

Larry RoofLarry Roof
District 5District 5

Tom MyserTom Myser
District 6District 6

Richard CarterRichard Carter
District 7District 7

Charles LynnCharles Lynn
District 8District 8

Charlotte LorenCharlotte Loren
District 9District 9

2 0 0 8Independent Auditor’s Report

We have audited, in accordance with U.S. 
generally accepted auditing standards, 
the consolidated balance sheet of 
Consolidated Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
and subsidiaries as of December 31, 
2008, and the related consolidated 
statements of operations, equity, and 
cash ϐlows for the year then ended (not 
presented herein); and, in our report 
dated February 20, 2009.  We expressed 
our opinion that those ϐinancial 
statements present fairly the ϐinancial 
position of Consolidated Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. and its consolidated 
subsidiaries as of December 31, 2008 
and the results of its operations and cash 
ϐlows for the year then ended.

Copies of the ϐinancial statements 
referred to in the preceding paragraph 
are available upon request from 
Consolidated Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Balestra, Harr & 
Scherer, CPAs, Inc.

Circleville, OH
February 20, 2009

IT’S YOU-IT’S YOU- 
CONNECTEDCONNECTED
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The phantom load
Idle devices waste electricity
Try this one night. Turn off all the lights in your house at night and wan-
der around. You will be surprised at how many devices continue to glow.
Consolidated Electric refers to it as the phantom load, the electricity that 
fl ows to electronic devices that are turned off, but are still drawing power. 
For example: A microwave with a clock that’s on 24 hours a day, a per-
sonal computer on standby, a television that’s not on but continuously 
consuming electricity so it’s ready when you hit the remote’s “on” button, 
and wireless phone chargers that keep drawing power even when there is 
no phone plugged into it. 
Individually, none of these turned-off devices use much power. But to-
gether they represent an estimated 2 to 8 percent of a home’s electricity 
usage. A member with a 6 percent phantom load, may pay more than $5 
a month, or $60 a year.
Members can see how much power their idle electronic devices are draw-
ing by going to the website of the Federal Energy Management Program 
(http://standby.lbl.gov/). You can also learn about energy-saving lights 
and appliances at energystar.gov.
Here are a few tips and facts to help detect your home’s phantom load.
• A plasma TV consumes fi ve times as much power as a regular TV 
when turned off.
• Plug the TV and the DVD player into a power strip that can be 
turned off easily when the devices are not in use.
• Wireless phone chargers plugged in still draw power even though 
a phone isn’t being charged.
• Anything with a square plug transformer, including videogame 
consoles and portable DVD players, contributes to phantom load. The 
same goes for any device with a remote control.

The Tree Line USA® program is sponsored by The Arbor Day Founda-
tion™ in cooperation with the National Association of State Foresters and 
recognizes public and private utilities across the nation that demonstrate 
practices that protect and enhance America’s urban forests.
Trees and utility service lines are integral components of every communi-
ty. By necessity, they must co-exist in close proximity, and each in its own 
way is essential to our high standard of living.
The Arbor Day Foundation™ Tree Line USA program promotes the dual 
goals of dependable utility service and abundant, healthy trees in Ameri-
ca’s communities.
To meet these goals, criteria have been developed that highlight—for the 
consumer public as well as utility workers—key practices that need to be 
followed. Utilities that meet the three requirements of this program are 
publicly recognized for their contribution to better community forests. 
This recognition serves not only as an award to the conscientious employ-
ees who make it possible, it also makes a statement to the community at 
large about cooperation, goodwill and the need for continuous tree care.
Source: http://www.arborday.org/programs/treeLineUSA.cfm


