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Consolidated Electric Cooperative, SZD Whiteboard partner to

win stimulus funding award

Mount Gilead, Ohio — The combined skills and experience of two Ohio teams were instrumental
in the successful award of broadband stimulus funding today. Consolidated Electric Cooperative
and SZD Whiteboard worked together to apply for funds through the Broadband Initiatives
Program administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Rural Utilities Service. The
partnership celebrates victory today as Consolidated Electric Cooperative’s $3.7 million project
was awarded $2.4 million, announced by Vice President Joe Biden in a stimulus funding speech
in Georgia.

Consolidated is one of a select few nationwide recipients of economic stimulus dollars intended
for broadband development throughout the nation. Over 2,000 applications were submitted
totaling nearly $28 billion. The awarded funds will be used to enhance broadband capabilities to
Delaware and Morrow counties in central Ohio, building a broadband network that will serve as
the catalyst for economic development, job opportunities, education and overall improved

telecommunications services to the large underserved population in these communities.

The application process was challenging, requiring a unique approach from each applicant. SZD
Whiteboard was referred to Consolidated Electric Cooperative by Connect Ohio to assist in the
endeavor. Connect Ohio recognized SZD Whiteboard to be a good fit to assist Consolidated
Electric Cooperative with the application due to Whiteboard’s experience with other community

and regional broadband initiatives in counties in which Connect Ohio was familiar.
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Consolidated Electric Cooperative and SZD Whiteboard also consulted with the Mid-Ohio
Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) in navigating census data used in the application
process.

Consolidated Electric Cooperative, since 1936, has been a pioneer in bringing electric services to
the rural areas of Delaware and Morrow counties. Its goal with the funding is to continue in the
pioneering tradition of building critical infrastructure for members. These new services will
allow rural residential and business members to thrive in a world that requires high quality

broadband services for education, healthcare, business and public facilities.

Established in 1966, Schottenstein Zox & Dunn is a full-service law firm with 110 attorneys. It
has offices in Columbus, Cleveland and Cincinnati, Ohio, and serves the business community,

from large corporations to small, entrepreneurial and family-owned companies.  www.szd.com

Consolidated Electric Cooperative, a nonprofit organization that is owned by the people it
serves. Consolidated is governed by a board of trustees that are elected by and from the
membership. The Cooperative serves nearly 16,000 homes and businesses in eight counties of
north central Ohio and is committed to providing quality products and services to members and
the community. http://www.consolidatedelectric.coop




